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t About the project
If we are not able to protect shipwrecks against the 
shipworm, these objects will be lost within a very short 
time. This cross-disciplinary project will provide stake-
holders and end-users, responsible for long term pres-
ervation of cultural heritage, with tools and methods 
to protect the wrecks. The work is based on currently 
available knowledge within different fi elds of science, 
which are evaluated and synthesized.

WreckProtect is an EU coordination action funded 
through the Seventh Framework Programme. The pro-
ject, supported by The European Commission, Direc-
torate General, Directorate ”Environment”, started in 
May 2009 and will end in April 2011. 

Aim and objectives
Our goal is to protect archaeological shipwrecks and 
submerged settlement sites in the Baltic Sea against 
forthcoming attack by shipworms. To achieve this aim, 
the following objectives will be investigated:

•  Evaluating the most economic and effi cient choice 
for an effective in situ preservation of shipwrecks

•  Developing tools for assessing and predicting the 
future spread of shipworm (GIS model)

Aggressive shipworms eating 
underwater cultural heritage
At the bottom of the Baltic Sea lie up to 100,000 well 
preserved shipwrecks and other maritime related con-
structions. This unique and well preserved collection is 
now in danger due to the invasion of shipworms.

The shipworm and wood 
degradation
The shipworm is a worm-like mollusc living inside 
wood, where it destroys the material by making large 
tunnels. Total decomposition of a structure takes 
less than 10 years. These molluscs are found in most 
marine waters and oceans world-wide. However, they 
require a relatively high level of salt for their activity, 
and therefore the Baltic Sea with its low salinity, has 
afforded natural protection of the underwater cultural 
heritage for centuries. 

New spread into the 
Baltic Sea
New outbreaks of shipworms have been observed in 
the Baltic Sea that previously had been protected from 
attack due to the low salinity of the water. The spread 
to new areas is most likely related to climatic changes.

•  Developing user-friendly guidelines for cultural     
heritage

•  Disseminating guidelines through a workshop and 
training course

•  Disseminating knowledge through a monograph and 
scientifi c publications

Expected outcomes
The Baltic region as well as other parts of Europe will 
benefi t from this increased knowledge. The main out-
comes will be:

•  Guidelines for physical protection of shipwreck 
that can be used for managing underwater cultural     
heritage world-wide

•  Methods for identifi cation of sites under imminent 
threat from shipworm

•  A recommendation of methods which support the 
UNESCO convention on the Protection of the Under-
water Cultural Heritage
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